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LPPS has been working with camel herders since 
1996 – camel health care, grazing rights, 
documentation of knowledge





Pushkar Camel Fair (2013)



In 2012
• Livestock census data showed 

50% decline of camel 
population since 2007, and  
Rajasthan govtmt decided to do 
something

• On 30th June, 2014, the Raj. 
Cabinet declared the camel 
“state animal”, causing a lot of 
confusion……

• This was followed by an act that 
had the purpose of protecting 
camels.



Camel population trend in Rajasthan

• Between 2012 and 2019, 
India’s camel numbers
declined by an additional 
37.1% to 250000 

• By now, probably only 150000  
camels left. 

• Pushkar fair has morphed into 
a horse fair.
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Pushkar Camel Fair  (2018)



Current 
situation

• Camels have become worthless and 
are ‘smuggled’ across state borders 
to be ‘rescued’ by animal rightists 
and sent back to Rajasthan.





`Shelters‘do not 
work for camels

• Camels become sick in 
confinement

• Prefer thorny and salty diets, 
not ‚feed‘

• Keeping them in confinement 
makes them sick

• Of 180 camels ‚rescued‘, 90 
died in a shelter, within a few 
months.



Chaifari



Threat from 
Tiger Reserve 
in 
Kumbhalgarh


